Purpose: One of the main barriers for further improving the quality of chronic care was the absence of performance-based financing. With the introduction of a Diagnosis-Based Costing method (DBC) within primary care, a new organisational model is implemented in the region Maastricht. This integrated care model includes all relevant stakeholders, such as GPs, district nurses, dieticians, nurse practitioners, practice assistants, physiotherapists and hospital-based specialists. Aim is to optimise the quality of fragmented primary care for chronically ill within the existing budget restraints or, if even possible, to diminish the present costs for chronic care.
